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Digital humanities in the framework of data literacy

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) often already include a lot of data/digital 
literacy


Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences (HASS) are becoming more data-driven disciplines


“Digital humanities” is a useful search term, although it doesn’t capture everything. The 
digital humanities use digital tools toward the goal of advancing humanities knowledge. 
These digital tools might be distinct from data, but many aspects of digital humanities rely 
on data.



But…
• “What Is DH?” Always Excludes 


• “Humanities” Is a Vague and Often Local Configuration 


• Undergraduates Are Scared by Digitality 


• But Don’t Panic 


• Start small


• Integrate when possible


• Scaffold everything


• Think locally


• Whither “Digital Humanities”? 

"How not to teach digital humanities.” Ryan Cordell (2016)

https://dhdebates.gc.cuny.edu/read/untitled/section/31326090-9c70-4c0a-b2b7-74361582977e#ch36
https://ryancordell.org/


https://twitter.com/rondiorio/status/74050318903676928


1. Data analysis


2. Data wrangling


3. The data ecosystem


4. Data governance


5. The data team

Data literacy, an introduction for business. Tim Stobierski https://online.hbs.edu/blog/post/data-literacy

https://online.hbs.edu/blog/post/data-literacy


• Data Concepts and Culture  

• Data Culture

• Data Ethics


• Reading 

• Data Discovery 

• Evaluating and Ensuring Quality of Data 


• Writing 

• Data Collection 

• Data Management and Organisation 

• Data Manipulation 

• Data Curation and Reuse 

• Metadata Creation and Use 

• Data Conversion (Format to Format) 

• Data Governance 


• Comprehension

• Data Analysis 

• Data Interpretation (Understanding Data) 

• Identifying Problems Using Data 

• Data Visualisation 

• Presenting Data (Verbally) 

• Data Driven Decision Making 

• Evaluating Decisions / Conclusions Based on Data 

Data to the People https://www.datatothepeople.org/

https://www.datatothepeople.org/


Data Science as a Core Competency in Undergraduate Medical Education in the Age of Artificial Intelligence in 
Health Care. Seth, Hueppchen, Miller, Rudzicz, Ding, Parakh, Record. 2023 https://doi.org/10.2196/46344 

https://doi.org/10.2196/46344


Tulane Data Literacy libguide: https://libguides.tulane.edu/datalit/defined

Referencing https://doi.org/10.1353/pla.2011.0022

https://libguides.tulane.edu/datalit/defined
https://doi.org/10.1353/pla.2011.0022


https://libres.uncg.edu/ir/ecu/listing.aspx?id=32780

https://libres.uncg.edu/ir/ecu/listing.aspx?id=32780


Competencies: we can’t do everything!
• Databases and Data Formats


• Discovery and Acquisition of Data


• Data Management and Organization


• Data Conversion and Interoperability


• Quality Assurance


• Metadata


• Data Curation and Reuse


• Data Preservation


• Data Analytics


• Data Visualization


• Ethics


• We’ll discuss data formatting (particularly tidy data)


• We’ll find some data


•  


•  


•  


•  


•  


• We’ll do some of this using Excel online


• We’ll try DataWrapper


• We’ll talk about ethics throughout


• We’ll also talk about communicating results



Some motiving examples



What Is Distant Reading?

Kathryn Schulz What is Distant Reading? 

https://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/26/books/review/the-mechanic-muse-what-is-distant-reading.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/26/books/review/the-mechanic-muse-what-is-distant-reading.html?unlocked_article_code=1.tU0.XZWx.B82uiKaaGSuu&smid=url-share


https://web.stanford.edu/group/cslipublications/cslipublications/site/1575865521.shtml

https://web.stanford.edu/group/cslipublications/cslipublications/site/1575865521.shtml


Punctuation in Blood Meridian by Cormac McCarthy (left) and in Absalom, Absalom! by 
William Faulkner (right).

Punctuation in novels. Adam J Calhoun

https://medium.com/@neuroecology/punctuation-in-novels-8f316d542ec4


A Diary in Alphabetical Order, Sheila Heti 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/03/23/opinion/sheila-heti-alphabetized-diary-abc.html

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/03/23/opinion/sheila-heti-alphabetized-diary-abc.html


Literature is not data

Stephen Marche. Literature is not data: Against the digital humanities 

https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/literature-is-not-data-against-digital-humanities/

https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/literature-is-not-data-against-digital-humanities/


https://www.crisistextline.org/blog/2018/03/28/detecting-crisis-an-ai-solution/

https://www.crisistextline.org/blog/2018/03/28/detecting-crisis-an-ai-solution/


https://mashable.com/article/crisis-text-line-loris-big-data-ethics

https://mashable.com/article/crisis-text-line-loris-big-data-ethics


Giorgia Lupi and Stefanie Posavec, Dear Data www.dear-data.com

http://www.dear-data.com


It’s All in the Wrist (Bones): Archaeological Data as Artistic Inspiration. Paulina Przystupa.

https://alexandriaarchive.org/2023/07/20/its-all-in-the-wrist-bones-archaeological-data-as-artistic-inspiration/ 

https://alexandriaarchive.org/2023/07/20/its-all-in-the-wrist-bones-archaeological-data-as-artistic-inspiration/


Using Metadata to find Paul Revere. Kieran Healy. 

https://kieranhealy.org/blog/archives/2013/06/09/using-metadata-to-find-paul-revere/ 

https://kieranhealy.org/blog/archives/2013/06/09/using-metadata-to-find-paul-revere/


Using Metadata to find Paul Revere. Kieran Healy. 

https://kieranhealy.org/blog/archives/2013/06/09/using-metadata-to-find-paul-revere/ 

https://kieranhealy.org/blog/archives/2013/06/09/using-metadata-to-find-paul-revere/


The Fate of Redlined Neighborhoods in New Orleans. Laurel Mire. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/560d5ac6f704470587d7a9b71dcce27b 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/560d5ac6f704470587d7a9b71dcce27b


Jer Thorpe, St. Louis Map Room https://blprnt.medium.com/making-mapping-more-human-77a96e92ed49

https://blprnt.medium.com/making-mapping-more-human-77a96e92ed49


https://doi.org/10.1287/mnsc.2015.2417


“Liberal arts module” from SDS 192: Introduction 
to Data Science. Collaboration between Ben 
Baumer (Statistical and Data Sciences) and Alex 
Keller (Film Studies)

https://beanumber.github.io/sds192/index.html
https://beanumber.github.io/sds192/index.html


Research Society for Victorian Periodicals conference, Caen, France.

https://rsvp-caen2023.sciencesconf.org/resource/page/id/20

