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What you see is what you get (WYSIWYG)
• Probably, a lot of software you are familiar with is WYSIWYG 

• Word 

• Excel 

• Canvas

• Want something bold? Use the 
bold button, and you will see it 
become bold 



The web is different

• What you see depends on the code that’s behind it



Brivadeneira, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Peek at a website’s source code



Markdown can help bridge the 
gap



Markdown Complete Reference

https://daringfireball.net/projects/markdown/syntax

https://daringfireball.net/projects/markdown/syntax


Text and headers

Text can be plain text or decorated as *italic* or **bold** 
Headers use #s 

# Header 1 
## Header 2 

### Header 3
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Links
A link can be a plain http address or can underlie a phrase: 

https://celt.tulane.edu/data-literacy-course-redesign-institute  

[Data Literacy Course (Re)Design Institute](https://celt.tulane.edu/data-literacy-course-
redesign-institute) 

Long URLs with, e.g. query parameters, work just as well.
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Tables

Tables are often a bit of a pain… 

Dashes separate the header row from content cells, and pipes separate the columns 

Colons can be used to align columns 
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Tables

Tables are often a bit of a pain… 

Dashes separate the header row from content cells, and pipes separate the columns 

Colons can be used to align columns 

| Column A | Column B | Column C  |
|----------|:--------:|----------:|
| left     |  center  |     right |
| aligned  |  aligned |   aligned |
| text     |   text   |      text |
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Images

Including an image is very similar to hyperlinking 

Images can be on the web:  

![Tulane Logo](https://communications.tulane.edu/sites/default/files/
styles/manual_crop/public/images/listings/
CreativeStyleIconsMainPage-07.png)

Or they can be Iocally stored, e.g. in a directory “images” 

![Tulane logo](images/logo.png)
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Reference style links and images

Links 

A [linked phrase][id]  

At the bottom of the document: [id]: http://example.com/ "Title"

Images 

![alt text][id]

At the bottom of the document: [id]: figures/img.png “Title"

Useful if you’ll be linking to the same target/image multiple times throughout the document
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Tips

The outer pipes (|) on a Markdown table are optional. 

You don't need to make the raw Markdown line up prettily.  

You can use inline Markdown within tables. 

Keep your text to max ~80 characters across, especially if you use a version 
control system (like git) 

Starting a list? Leave an empty line before the first item on your list
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git and Github



git: a version control system (almost like a programming language)



Github: a site to host code (kind of like Dropbox, but better)



Github: a place to host a portfolio of work
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Github: a place to host a portfolio of work
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version control



http://phdcomics.com/comics/archive.php?comicid=1531

http://phdcomics.com/comics/archive.php?comicid=1531


Versioning

via Mine Çetinkaya-Rundel

http://www2.stat.duke.edu/courses/Spring18/Sta199/


Versioning 
with human readable messages

via Mine Çetinkaya-Rundel

http://www2.stat.duke.edu/courses/Spring18/Sta199/


CC BY Jenny Bryan

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://github.com/jennybc/wtf-2019-rsc


“In every project you have at least one other collaborator; 
future-you. You don’t want future-you to curse past-you.” 

- Hadley Wickham

https://www.r-bloggers.com/2016/05/your-most-valuable-collaborator-future-you/

https://www.r-bloggers.com/2016/05/your-most-valuable-collaborator-future-you/


starting simple— GitHub pages



Webhosting

• It often costs money to host a website 

• Godaddy (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_controversies_involving_GoDaddy) 

• WordPress 

• BlueHost 

• It is free to host your website on GitHub (Why?) 

• I have educator access 

• If you’re not paying for the product, you are the product (Copilot)— Analyzing the Legal 
Implications of GitHub Copilot

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_controversies_involving_GoDaddy
https://github.com/edu/teachers
https://github.com/features/copilot
http://Analyzing%20the%20Legal%20Implications%20of%20GitHub%20Copilot
http://Analyzing%20the%20Legal%20Implications%20of%20GitHub%20Copilot









