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But first…  
Let’s talk about common chart types
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Chart Suggestions—A Th ought-Starter
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http://tinlizzie.org/histograms/
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A company that makes data 
analytic software

• Browser-based tool (what we’ll be using) 
• API libraries for many common languages 
• JavaScript library for making graphs



Step 1: Sign up for an account
http://plot.ly

http://plot.ly


Step 1: Sign up for an account
http://plot.ly

http://plot.ly


Sign in and create a chart



An empty chart needs data!



Download the data file from Slack and Import it



This is some data I grabbed from 
Social Explorer, which is the best way 
I know of to access US Census data. I 
found some variables that looked 
interesting, and cleaned them up a 
little.

https://www.socialexplorer.com/


Start simple— what are 
two variables you think 

might have a relationship? 
Let’s make a scatterplot



Try out Hover Text, Size, and Color to see what they do



It’s important to save your work



Give your plot 
and data names

Choose Public 
privacy

It’s important to save your work



You can Share your work



Or, Export it



Now it’s time to play!

Try out some of the other chart types 
(choropleth map is particularly fun— 
use StatAbrv as Locations)



Lab assignment:
• Make a plot that you think is interesting 
(remember to save!) 

• Use the Share button to get the link to your 
visualization 

• Post the link on Slack in the channel #lab1, along 
with a written description of what you think the 
visualization shows 

• Post any questions you have about Plotly in the 
#questions channel


